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Everyday
Friday

Don’t trouble trouble 

Don’t  t rouble  t rouble

One who knows does not
talk
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To know the fool  to
k n o w  y o u r s e l f  

The simple

The fool

The evil
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Luke 2:8-21 is probably one

of the most beloved moments in

the Christmas story. The scene of

the angels announcing the news

of the Messiah’s birth to common

shepherds has been sung in songs

and it has even been recounted in

cartoons,  such as A Charlie

Brown’s Christmas.

 I remember watching Charlie

Brown recently with Luke, and

the premise of A Charlie Brown’s

Christmas is that Charlie Brown

is seeking to find the true mean-

ing of Christmas. Charlie Brown

is surrounded in a world of mate-

rialism where his friends are look-

ing forward to the receiving part

of Chris tmas.  At  one point ,

Charlie Brown directs a Christmas

play, and he is responsible to buy

a tree for the play.  He goes and

buys a small and rather scrawny

Christmas tree, and when his

friends see it they immediately

criticize him for not getting the

b igges t  and  bes t  ava i lab le .

However, Charlie Brown’s friend

Linus comes to the rescue by re-

Prepare Him Room: The Shepherds
Luke 2:8-21

by 

citing Luke 2. After Linus has re-

cited our passage everyone real-

izes the true meaning of Christ-

mas and the story ends on a happy

note with the troupe singing “Hark

the Herald Angels Sing.”

For most of us, our problems

are not solved within a half an

hour time frame. That is the prob-

lem with some TV shows.  They

take problems and then come up

with trite solutions. Our “real life”

problems are more complex. Dur-

ing the Christmas season, we may

worry about how to provide for

our family, or about our jobs let

alone providing gifts for other

people. We may compare our-

selves to our neighbors and the

things that they have which we do

not. We look at the nicer car, the

bigger house, the better game

system, the better grades, or bet-

ter school/college and we wish we

had that, or we wonder why our

life has to be so hard.  Some of us

may even look around our world

and when we see the violence and

the hopelessness we put up our
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arms in frustration and lament that

there is nothing that we can really

do.

You see in many ways, we are

like Charlie Brown. We look

around and we see the Christmas

season around us and we may ask,

“What is the true meaning of

Christmas?” and just like Charlie

Brown we need to be reminded of

the Shepherds. We need to be

encouraged, challenged, and com-

forted--to hear this story again

with new ears. What do we need

to hear? We need to hear the re-

minder that the true meaning of

C h r i s t m a s  i s  L o v e .  M o r e

specifically, the true meaning of

Christmas is God’s love and how

surprising, and radical it really is.

God’s Love is Surprising:

Our passage today started off

ordinary enough. Chapter 2:1 “In

those days a decree went out

from Caesar Augustus that all

the world should be registered.

” There is a tax, and a family goes

to their hometown in order to be

taxed. On the way, the couple tries

to get room at an inn, but there is

none, so they settle on the best

alternative. Eventually, their baby

is born.

But we already know from

chapter 1:32-33, that the baby that

Mary is carrying is not an ordi-

nary child. This child is a king,

who was sent to rescue and redeem

his people. This child was the child

whom the prophets of old foretold.

He would be the Messiah to save

his people from their sins. When

we get to chapter 2, we see the

child is born and the tension

builds. How will the news be

announced? Surely, the kings of

the earth should be notified.

Herod the Great  (who ruled

Bethlehem),  or  even Caesar

Augustus (the first and great Ro-

man emperor) should be notified.

Yet, lets read our passage

again and see who was notified

first:

“And in the same region

there were shepherds out in the

fields, keeping watch over their

flocks by night. And an angel of

the Lord appeared to them, and

the glory of the Lord shone

around them, and they were

filled with fear. And the angel

said to them, ‘Fear not, for

behold, I bring you good news

of great joy that will be for all

the people. For unto you is born
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this day in the city of David a

Savior, who is Christ the Lord.

And this will be a sign for you:

you will find a baby wrapped in

swaddling clothes and lying in a

manager.’ And suddenly there

was with the angel a multitude

of the heavenly host praising

God and saying, ‘Glory to God

in the highest, and on earth

peace among those with whom

he is pleased!’”

We see that it was the shep-

herds who were notified first. This

might not seem that significant at

first glance. Yet, we have to re-

member that in the time of Jesus’

birth shepherds had a reputation

within that  society as being

unclean, dishonest, and poor. The

shepherds  were  par t  o f  the

marginalized of their day, and yet

God chose to reveal to them this

wonderful news in such a miracu-

lous way. Also, notice how the

shepherds did not do anything to

learn about this. They didn’t study

the scriptures, or the prophets.

They were literally minding their

own business and an angel of the

Lord appeared to them. What we

see is God’s divine initiative call-

ing out those whom the world had

rejected. This is an act of love for

God could have just as easily had

the angels appear to a Herod or a

Caesar. That is the way the world

works--the powerful and the rich

are usually the ones that people

seek out. But by going to the poor,

to the shepherds who did not have

a lot in this world, God shows

how radical his love is.  How

close his heart is to those who do

not have.

Notice also, that God does not

give the shepherds money or

riches. He does not give them a

new house, possessions, or a good

job. Rather, he gives them a

chance to come and see, and to

worship. Giving thanks for who

He is and what he has done. The

shepherds can go and they can

worship the king who will bring

light to the darkness. The one who

will save his people from their

sins. As the early church father

Bede proclaimed, “We may re-

member that night of ancient

blindness is past and the day of

eternal salvation has arrived.” Let

us cast off the works of darkness.

And let us walk as children of

light.

When we think about the love
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that God has shown to us there

are many responses. One response

may be to listen and to act mov-

ing towards God while another

may be to listen and continue on

our own path, and there is even

the reaction of outright rejecting

God’s love. When the shepherds

first heard the joyful news from

the angels they were rightly terri-

fied for this was indeed a spec-

tacular announcement.  But the

shepherds go to see what the an-

gels had made known to them and

there they found Mary, Joseph and

the baby Jesus. Did you notice

what they did? As Verse 20 tells

us they worshipped, “And the

shepherds returned glorifying

and praising God for all they

had seen, as it had been told to

them.” Their response was one of

glorifying and praising God with

worshipful and joyful hearts. They

saw how spectacular this birth

was, and their response was one

of awe and joy.

Ultimately the story of the

shepherds is one of humility. They

are the poor, the have nots, the

marginalized whom God called to

see and rejoice at this wonderful

birth. Notice again that God did

not announce this news to the

wealthy, the powerful, the well-

off, the mover and shakers of his

day. Why not? Because the shep-

herds show us that God is a God

who goes to where the humble

are. He meets us at our level, he

comes down to our lives and our

circumstances. As Philippians 2:

7-8 reminds us, Jesus “took the

form of a servant, being born in

the likeness of men. And being

found in  human form,  he

humbled himself by becoming

obedient to the point of death,

even death on a cross.”

As we close, we come back

to the question of, “what is the

true meaning of Christmas?” If we

look at the story of the shepherds

we see that it is a story of love,

God’s love for people. That love

is surprising and it’s radical.  God

loves in ways the world does not.

One response to God’s love is joy-

ful worship. Preparing room in our

hearts with joyful worship and

humility as we come before God

and recognize that we are in need.

That we don’t have it all figured

out, and remembering the humil-

ity God showed us. In a sense,

Christmas is about receiving--the
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receiving of God’s love, but it is

also about giving. Giving our-

selves as we come humbly before

the manger. As the Christian-

French thinker Jacques Ellul once

wrote, “For the rich and the poor,

Christmas worship is self-empty-

ing worship because God on

Christmas night emptied himself

Joshua Young
by Li-Yun Young

He took the initiative and gave up

his power, his eternity, himself,

to come to this place where we

could finally see him.”  That is

Christmas: that is who God is, and

that  is  what  he wants  us  to

b e c o m e .  P e o p l e  w h o  l o v e

radically, and walk humbly with

Him.
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Intro.
I tried to be unbiased when I

wrote this book review as “A Spirit

Medium’s Confession” is highly

subject to readers’ interpretation.

The book was written by Sophia Liu

and published in 2009 in Taipei,

Taiwan.  I read the book with great

interest as Sophia has one-of-a-kind

background i.e. she can “see and

communicate” with the “ghost spir-

its” since a small child without us-

ing any “magic technique”.  She be-

came a “professional spirit medium”

at age of 15, met a “ghost doctor”

(an ancient “god of medicine”) at

age of 18 and this further boosted

her career as a “spirit medium

doctor”.

A high level ghost spirit proph-

esied and informed Sophia that she

would die at the age of 27.  She

pulled out of her professional spirit

medium business at age of 26 and

converted to a Muslim.   Sophia is

now 32 and lives well.  Sophia is

athletic and she is a full time pro-

fessional baseball umpire in Taiwan

(trained and certified in the US).

Note that Sophia is a Greek word

meaning “wisdom”.

Sophia’s Supernatural Power
During the time of a profes-

sional spirit medium, Sophia was

by En-Huei Joe

Book Review-
A Lady Spirit Medium’s Confession
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able to predict someone’s future

(fortune tel l ing),  to reverse

someone’ s  mise ry ,  t o  hea l

someone’s heath and mental issues,

to cast out “unclean spirits” that pos-

sess individuals (aka to perform

exorcism), to communicate with the

soul/spirit of the dead and etc.

Sophia was well respected and her

business was lucrative indeed.  She

used the services of the “network

of ghost spirits” to diagnose her cli-

ents’ roots of issues and concerns

and then provide solutions.  She

does not use “hypnotizing tech-

nique” as commonly adopted by

other spirit mediums.  Sophia is

raised from a family of traditional

Daoism and Buddhism.

Ghost Spirits in Sophia’s Eyes
Based on Sophia’s description,

the ghost spirits can be old, young,

male or female.  She sees Asian

ghost spirits in Asia and Western

ghost  spir i ts  in  Europe and

Australia.  Meanwhile, Sophia’s

parents and siblings are not able to

see any ghost spirits.  She uses “spo-

ken language” or “will of mind”

(via deep meditation or chanting se-

cret words) to communicate with

ghost spirits.

Per Sophia, ghost spirits re-

semble the reflection of human on

the glass window i.e. “2 dimen-

sional with somewhat blurry

image”.  Ghost spirits can penetrate

through wall at times.  Ghost spir-

its like to reside in the dark and

damp area such as alley, basement

and etc.  Active hours for the ghost

sprits are early morning and twi-

light (not mid-night as seen in ghost

movies).  Most ghost spirits that

Sophia met are friendly to her and

are negotiable.  The spirits are

seemingly from the deceased people

but few are of ancient gods and god-

dess (aka high level ghost spirits).

Ghost spirits are mostly simple

minded but few are of elite.

The ghost spirits that Sophia

deals with do not occupy her body

and mind/soul (so Sophia is just an

“agent” or a middle person).   But

extreme rarely ghost spirits would

possess her and enter her from her

upper back (shoulder area) and when

this happens, she feels cold (chilled

to the bone), vomiting and dazed.

There are other spirit mediums

whose body and mind are occupied

(possessed) by the spirits during the

religious rituals.   Sophia indicated

that the ashes of burned “paper

money” are the “food” of the ghost

spirits in Taiwan.   Traditional think-

ing believes that burning paper

money symbolizes “sending”

money to the deceased ancestors (in
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underworld) and/or other gods and

goddess.

Converted to Islam
After enjoying success of be-

ing a professional spirit medium for

more than 10 years, Sophia decided

to pull out of the spirit medium busi-

ness as she was torn between 2

worlds - one in the physical world

and the other in the spiritual world.

Sophia felt that she did not have a

good life of her own while she was

drawn deeper and deeper into the

spiritual world.

At the age of 26, Sophia was

converted to a Muslim that changed

her completely.  Islam convert is

rare in Taiwan and it is mind bog-

gling to me. A friend of Sophia gave

her a book of Quoran (Mandarina

version) and after reading the book

and conversing with an Imam (Islam

scholar) - it  is how she was

converted.  Sophia was puzzled that

Quoran documented that “Jinns”

(ghost spirits) feed on ashes and are

active in early morning and twilight

( c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  h e r  o w n

observations).  Perhaps this triggers

her to become a convert.  Sophia

was also associated with high level

Buddhist monks.  However, she

was not converted to a Buddhist.

After she became a Muslim,

Sophia realized that there is an Al-

lah (God in Arabic) that created

everything including individual’s

mind and soul.  Allah does not have

an image, so there is no need to

worship any God’s statute in the

temple (mosque).  There is no need

to burn paper money for Allah as

Allah is the creator.  Sophia real-

ized that ancient gods and goddess

that she dealt with were not true

God.   What Allah needs is a loyal

and dedicated heart from the

believers.  Allah will judge each

person after his/her death (and dis-

patch the human soul to either hell

or paradise).  Teachings from the

Quoran give her peace of mind to-

ward a better life.  She believes that

Quoran delivered the “Truth from

God” through Mohamed and other

prophets.  Teachings of Quoran

have enlightened her heart and soul.

Final Messages from Sophia
After conversion, Sophia does

not deal with ghost spirits and tra-

ditional Daoism and Buddhism re-

ligious rituals anymore as it is for-

bidden by Islam law.  Her final

messages in her book are summa-

rized as follows:

Do not burn “paper money” -

this may invoke ghost spirits as

spirits feed on ashes.   To invite

ghost spirits is easy but ask the spir-

its to leave is not easy.
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Do not resort any help from any

spirit medium and/or fortune teller

as they may deal with ghost spirits

and may lead followers into traps.

Do not worship any statues of

gods and goddess as unknown spir-

its may have been planted onto the

statues via magic rituals by spirit

mediums.  The spirits may turn

around and possess the worshipper

(s).

Use common sense and intelli-

gence to avoid troubles and solve

daily problems.

Find medical doctors for any

health and mental issues.

Do not practice deep meditation

as this may open the door to un-

known ghost spirits and once con-

nection is open, spirits may occupy

a person.

Treat others with respect.

Honor parents when they are

still alive.

My Commentary
Anyone who is interested in the

spiritual world should read Sophia

Liu’s book.  I appreciate that she

s h a r e d  w i t h  h e r  s p i r i t u a l

experiences.  It seems credible that

she has the supernatural power as a

professional spirit medium.  I am

happy for her that she pulled out of

the lucrat ive spir i t  medium

business.  Sophia Liu openly op-

pose the practices of traditional re-

ligious rituals of Daoism and Bud-

dhism as the rituals may deal with

ghost spirits directly and lead fol-

lowers into traps.

Based on the doctrines of Chris-

tianity including Catholic and Re-

formed Church, the ghost spirits,

gods and goddess that Sophia dealt

with are of ancient fallen angels.

Fallen angels disguised themselves

as various spirits, gods and goddess

to lead human into idol worship-

ping and destruction (away from the

true God).  Fallen angels have magic

power (spirit mediums who deal

with fallen angles i.e. ghost spirits

are often given magic power i.e.

supernatural power to “bewilder”

the followers).

I hope that Sophia will never

go back to the spirit medium

business.  Finally, I hope that some-

one would spread the seed of Gos-

pel (Jesus’ Salvation) in her heart

and seed would grow in her heart

with time.  I hope that Sophia would

continue her soul searching journey

until she finds the true religion.

Amen !!!

PS
I must point out that modern

psychologist and psychiatrist firmly

believe that those spirit mediums

who can see and communicate with
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Iris Lee Baptism

“ghost spirits” are merely of hallu-

cination and this is the symptom of

psychological and/or psychiatrical

“disorder”.   The ghost spirits are

of the images hidden in the sub-con-

sciousness of the spirit mediums.

Additionally, spirit mediums may

be laden with split personality.

Modern psychologist and psychia-

trist firmly believe that this type of

disorder can be diagnosed and con-

trolled by medicine and/or other sci-

entific treatments.
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Havana old city
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Necropolis de Colon



- 23 -

The Miraculous One

The Jungle
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Havana old city Old City of Trinida

Hotel Nacional de Cuba

City of Trinida City of Cinfuergo

City of Cinfuergo
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Laughter, the Best Medicine
A minister told his congregation, "Next week I plan to preach about

the Sin of Lying. To help you understand my sermon, I want you all to
read Mark 17."  The following Sunday, as he prepared to deliver his sermon,
the minister asked for show of hands. He wanted to know how many had
read Mark 17. Every hand went up. The minister smiled and said, "Mark
has only sixteen chapters. I will now proceed with my sermon on the Sin
of Lying."

Researchers have developed a "red wine pill" that gives all the benefits
of red wine without the alcohol. it's called a GRAPE!

My friend is a vegetarian. She said that I am not a real animal lover,
because I eat meat and that if I really loved animals, I would only eat
lettuce, vegetables and grains. I said, " If you really loved animal you'd
stop eating all their food".

I asked my three-year-old granddaughter what she liked to eat.
"Nuts," she replied.
"Great," I said. "What kind? Almonds? Walnuts? or Peanuts?"
"Donuts." she said.
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Joelle & Ella Yummy Yummy
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1 (6) Sacraments
(6)Elder Installations
(20) Zumba Fellowship
(18-21)Youth Winter Retreat

2 (3) Sacraments
(3) Congregational Meeting
(10) Lunar New Year Celebration - Potluck

3 (10) Daylight saving time
(31) Easter Sunday Celebration - Invite
         Potluck
(31) Sacraments
(7) Memorial Sunday

5 (5) Sacraments
(12) Mother’s Day - Potluk

6 (1)Bazaar
(2) Sacraments
(16) Father’s Day
(22-23) Summer Retreat

7 (7) Sacraments
(TBD)Princeton

8 (4) Sacraments
(24)

9 (1) Sacraments
(15) - Potluck

10 (6) World Communion Sunday
     Joint Service with SPC(10:30am)
(11-12) - Choir Retreat

11 (3) Daylight Saving End
(3) Offering Day
(17) Elder Election
(24) Thanksgiving Sunday - Potluk
(24) Sacraments
(28) Thanksgiving

12 (7) 2014 Annual Planning Session
(22) Sacraments
(23) Christmas Celebration
        Sunday - Potluk

2013 Ministry Schedule

Month Ministries and Activities Church Conferences
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(11) Session
Meeting 10:00am

(2) Session
Meeting

(2) Session
Meeting

(6) Session
Meeting
(4) Session
Meeting
(8) Session
Meeting

(6) Session
Meeting
(3) Session
Meeting
(7) Session
Meeting
(5) Session
Meeting

(2) Session
Meeting

(7) Session
Meeting
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