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by Perterson Chao

Religion for a
Second Generation Asian-American

C r i t i c a l l y

a c c l a i m e d ,  t h i s

bestseller has been

on bookshelves for

over several centu-

ries and has been

translated in hun-

dreds of languages.

You know what I am talking

about: the Bible.  I admit it: I have

not read the entire Bible.  In fact,

I probably have read less than

10% of the Bible.  Most of it re-

mains a mystery, like an unfin-

ished computer game that has

been sitting on my shelf for the

past several years.  Since I spent

my whole life in church, I know

the stories, the mantras, and the

things that I am supposed to do

in life, like care for others and be

nice.  I know that if I flip to a ran-

dom page, I can quickly scan the

page and find phrases that I can

use.  This is one nice aspect of

the Bible: there are always verses

that we can use to encourage us.

Church has been one of the

few constants in my life.  For me,

c h u r c h  i s  a

place to renew,

t o  g e t  a w a y

from the hard-

ships of life.  It

r e p r e s e n t s  a

c i t a d e l  i n t o

which school

and life could not penetrate.  In

church, we are allowed to re-

charge and replenish our life

sources, charging ourselves both

m e n t a l l y  a n d  p h y s i c a l l y .

However, I feel that our genera-

tion has experienced a disconnect

with the older generations.  Most

of us do not feel a great connec-

tion with the church.  Perhaps it

is because of the internet, a whole

slew of information that “dis-

proves” what Christians believe.

The media has also allowed

younger generations to find new

idols such as video games.

I know that I spend more time

playing games than reading the

Bible.  In fact, I consider myself

un-Chr i s t i an  when  p lay ing

games, since I do the most un-
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holy things such as shout out

expletives and get angry.  Al-

though a good break and a good

waste of time, games are also the

bane of today’s society.   I t

changes us into uncaring human

beings, partly because we have

infinite lives.  In games, we can

always respawn; we can always

restart from the last checkpoint.

Life is definitely not this way.

We only have one life, yet we

stray from the path with false

idols.

It’s hard being a  good Chris-

tian these days, let alone one that

is near perfect.  I know it’s hard

to come to church every week.  I

know it’s hard to find a balance

between work and church.  I

know it’s hard to sling yourself

to church on days other than Sun-

day and even on Sundays.  But

there is always hope.  People

come to church in order to find

meaning in their lives.  We sing,

pray, and read the Bible in order

to find out how to make ourselves

instruments in God’s favor, and

thus, we find meaning in our lives.

I regard the Bible as a work of

art, a piece of literature gathered

by men who wanted to change

the ways that people lived.  Up to

this day, I am still awed at how

the Bible survived.  This testifies

to its veracity, its truth in how the

world operates and how we

should live a Christ-centered life.

Youth Bible Study

Joelle Young-less than one day old
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(constrained love affairs)
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How to Reach Academic Success
by Grace Chao

Dear Brothers and Sisters in

Christ,

Peace be with you all.  This is

Grace Chao, a rising junior at Wash-

ington University in St. Louis.  I am

by no means an expert on educa-

tional training, but I hope that what

I share with you today from my own

experiences as a student of Christ

can help you achieve your goals.  By

trusting in God and putting in the effort He asks of us using the tech-

niques below, I have been rewarded both academically and spiritually.

Among my accolades are being named an United States Presidential

Scholar by Barack Obama, the highest award a high school student

can receive from the White House, and this year was also invited to

meet President Ma of Taiwan.  Spiritually, through my growth as a

student, I have also become closer with Christ.

There are two major components to academic success: organiza-

tion and practice

ORGANIZATION: “Everything has its place.  Every place has

its thing.”

Keep your desk and backpack organized.

Make a weekly time budget --> plan for every hour of the day.

If you have a plan, you are less likely to waste time.  You can

also then budget for fun and rest.

Keep a calendar and a daily planner.

Wear a watch.

PRACTICE: Practice makes perfect

Do as many practice problems as you can.

Try teaching the material to others.

Grace Chao
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Know how you study the best and for what subjects, by yourself,

in a small group, working with a tutor, etc.

Turn off your cell phone and Internet when you study!!!

Don’t just take a break.  Take timed breaks.

However, most importantly, you must trust in God.  I would like

to leave you now with two of my favorite Bible verses (and easy

to memorize.)

Philippians 4:13

I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me.

Philippians 3:14

I press on towards the goal to win the prize for which God has

called me heavenward in Christ Jesus.

Hopefully these techniques will help you do better in school and

at work!  The key is to not give up and to lean on Christ for His

strength.

Until next time,

Grace Jie Jie
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E l l a

Kap land

m i s s i o n

impossible

C r a i g

Kep land
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What can she do

Ella, see what I can do. I’ll do

my best.

No. 5, 28A, 16L, Linshen

Rd., Yonho, Taiwan
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C r a i g

C r a i g

Craig Kapland

Craig

Craig

Ella Ella,

I’ve found Craig... Ella

I s

he alright?  Don’t. Don’t talk to

me. I can’t take it. Talk to my

daughter.

What can she

do? I did it

El la

Mom. I’m OK. What’s the

big deal .

El la

Ella Criag
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E l l a

Sold

A

Treasury of Grand Opera

E l l a

Craig

E l l a

El la

El la
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El l a

E l l a

El la

E l l a

Joan Lee

Lee

L e e

8 7 T H  I N F A N T R Y

D I V I S I O N ,  B A T T L E  O F
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BULGE,  GEN. PATTON’S 3RD

ARMY, 1944-1945

Lee

J o a n

El l a

C r a i g

Ella



- 21 -

With God’s grace, we are

able to hold our precious

grandbabies in our arms;

With God’s grace, we are

experiencing the greatest love

of all;

With God’s grace, our hu-

man race continues indefinitely

Last summer, one night I

received a phone call from our

son, Samuel in CA.  He was very

excited in the phone and told me

our daughter- in-law Jean is

expecting!  They were married

more than five years at that time.

No matter how much time we had

hinted, there was no sign of

babies. Now with this greatest

news, I was overjoyed.  Besides,

he said: mom it is a twin.  I was

dumb founded and speechless!

Summer was over and fall and

winter settled in.  Sam and Jean

won’t be able to travel back to the

East for the holiday as usual so

we made our annual trip to CA

during Thanksgiving holiday and

celebrated the turkey day with

Sam and Jean.  By then, Jean was

GOD’S GRACE
The birth of our grandsons

by Doris C. Liu

16 weeks.  It was the first time

we watched the twins during the

routine visit to a medical office

for ultra sound procedures.  We

knew baby A is a boy, however,

we did not know the gender of

baby B then.  At 16 weeks, we

saw clearly the form of babies A

and B, their head, hand and feet.

We were amazed the miracle of

modern medicine.

Jean had a difficulty of hold-

ing food down for the first few

months and she and Sam were

very concerned of the babies’

weight.  I did all I could to cook

Taiwanese delicious food for her

and tried my best to beef her.

After one week stay in CA, she

Our  grandbabies
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did gain about 2 pounds. She was

so delighted.

On day in January 2011 dur-

ing the routine ultra sound check

up, Jean was having dilating with-

out knowing it.  Since it happened

in the doctor’s office, with the

experienced staff, she was rushed

to California Pacific Hospital in

San Francisco.  Since that day, the

mid-January 2011, she was or-

dered to bed rest for more than

two and half months.  It was

boring! Quoted the Samuel birth

announcement on April 4, 2011:

I am so proud of Jean!  She’s

been through quite a lot during

this difficult pregnancy, includ-

ing 10 weeks of hospital bedrest,

endless anti-labor medication,

and severe preeclampsia.

Since the mid-January 2011,

we followed the progress of Jean

and Sam stay at the hospital by

numerous phone calls.  We were

consistently in contact with them

almost on the weekly basis - how

were you doing?  How were the

babies?  Did you feel the move-

ments of the babies?  What were

the side effect of the anti-labor

medication on the babies and

mom?  There was not a day go

by, our mind were not on the

babies.  We were prepared for the

worst - pre matured birth of the

babies.  Quoted the Samuel birth

announcement on April 4, 2011:

When she was only 24 weeks

pregnant, she became 3cm dilated

and started to go into premature

labor.  She was immediately

placed on anti-labor drugs and on

strict hospital bedrest - lying com-

pletely flat 23.5 hours a day.  Our

doctors thought that she could

give birth at any point.

I kept a memo on my office

desk - on February 9, 2011, Jean

was 27 weeks. There is a Chinese

saying - “passing a day like pass-

ing a year.” - A day goes by so

slow like a year goes by.  In our

case, we felt completely opposite

- we wish a day would go by fast

enough so we could move on to

the  next  day and next  day,

therefore, our grandbabies are

able to stay in the mom’s womb

as long as possible.  Every day

goes by, if we did not receive any

phone call of the babies’ birth, we

were relieved.  Next day came,

we waited again and again.  In

this fashion, we went thru the

whole months of Feb. and March.
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For a while, I was so sure the ba-

bies were to be born on Feb. 28,

the day will live in the Taiwanese

people forever for the day Tai-

wanese intellectuals were massa-

cred by their own government

official more than 60 years ago.

NO, it did not happen on Feb. 28,

so we waited for the whole month

of March.

M e a n w h i l e ,  o u r  G r a c e

Church members went to the high

gear of praying for the safe ar-

rival of the babies.  Every Sun-

day during the pray session, we

asked God for his mercy and

grace to keep the babies safe and

sound.  It was so touched and I

was in tears every Sunday.

By the end of March 2011,

Jean was 34 weeks.  According

to her health insurance company

policy she was not allowed to stay

in the hospital any longer and she

was discharged.  When I heard

the dumb news, I knew then

within few days, babies will be

delivered.  Without continuous

m e d i c a t i o n  o f  a n t i - l a b o r

medication, babies have no choice

but come to the world.  We were

so concerned of Jean’s safety and

health of staying at home by her-

self without any assistance and

Sam might have to step outside

the house for food or any errand.

Someone must stay with her 24/

7.  I was in the middle of tax sea-

son and could not leave yet, so

our in law, Mr. Yang flew out to

CA to stay with her and Sam.  Sure

enough within two days of dis-

charge from hospital, she was

rushed back to another hospital

for emergency C section.  Quoted

the  b i r th  announcement  by

Samuel on April 4, 2011:

We were finally released

from the hospital after 10 weeks.

Then after just two days at home,

she was suddenly diagnosed with

severe preeclampsia and the doc-

tors were forced to deliver the

babies when Jean was 34 ½ weeks

pregnant.  She endured periods

of extreme stress and extreme

boredom but she did it.  The ba-

bies are healthy because she per-

severed and kept the babies

cooking.

Gavin Kao-Wen Liu

Cameron Kai-Long Liu

born on April 2, 2011 at 6:

45PM.

Gavin weighted 5 lbs 2 oz

and Cameron 4 lbs 9 oz
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At Mills- Peninsula Hospital

in Burlingame/ Millbrae, CA.

By the time we first met our

grandbabies, it was Saturday

April 9, a week after their birth.

They were so tiny and helpless!

They looked just like babies in the

refugee camp, skinny, bony.

They were hooked to the moni-

tors for their heart beat, and

breathing.  Cameron even had a

tube in his nose for the food in-

take since he was underweighted.

Gavin sometimes forgot breath-

ing on his own and a sound will

alert the hospital nurse that Gavin

in trouble.  All in all, both babies

are healthy but having a little

problem on their own. We were

wondering how in the world we

could help to feed the babies.

So babies stayed in the hos-

pital special care unit.  Since it is

the special care unit, the hospital

took care of babies only, not the

parents’ needs.  Jean and Sam’s

three meals must be provided for

themselves.  The job fell on my

shoulder.  I was a cook on call,

three meals a day, back and forth

between the hospital and the

home.  I was amazed by God’s

grace having the babies delivered

right at the hospital five minutes

away from home, instead of the

hospital, thirty minutes away in

San Francisco where Jean had

stayed for more than two and half

months. Every day during the first

week we were in CA, I cooked

and cooked and delivered the

meals to the hospital. I was tired

and exhausted.

I thank God for HIS grace and

mercy to keep babies and Jean in

good health.  Without HIS help,

there is no way we could ever hold

our grandbabies in our arms,

watching them grow.  So often we

heard people talked about how

cute their grandbabies are.  I

though surely babies are cute!

Until  I  finally hold my own

grandbabies, I understand the

universal truth - grandbabies are

really cute!  It is an Amazing

Grace!
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