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My father had 3 children with

his first marriage.  His first wife

passed away due to illness in the

1950’s.  At that time he served in

the military, traveled frequently

and was not able to take care of 3

children.   His children (2 boys

and 1 girl age 5 to 7) were placed

temporarily at a foster home in

Tainan.  The youngest son was

sick and was taken to MacKay

Memorial Hospital (MMH) in

Taipei for treatment.  At that time

my mother (I am the only child

from my mother who is the sec-

ond wife) served as a nurse head

at the MMH and the youngest son

was placed under her care.

Through my half-brother, my

father met my mother.  They

started dating (my father was a

tall, handsome and sincere man

in his 30’s).  At that time, family

friends from my mother’s side

had arranged several young men

(with “much better qualification”

than that of my father) to meet

with my mother.  Out of the

candidates, my mother picked my

by En-Huei Joe

How My Father
Became a Christian

father.   Being an underdog, my

father proposed to my mother.

Family friends and family mem-

bers were all against the proposi-

tion as my father was not finan-

cially sound.  Additionally, my

mother would have to be the step

mother of 3 children (not 1, 2 but

3) and deemed an uphill battle.

After a long talk, my grandfather

realized his daughter was deter-

mined to marry this man and the

marriage might be rocky.  The

only request from my grandfather

was that my father would accept

to be baptized as a Christian and

the marriage ceremony to be held

in a Church.

At that time, my father knew

little about Gospel.  All he knew

was that a man called Jesus who

was crucified on the cross 2,000

years ago, Jesus’ mother was

Mary, a dinner was set up before

Jesus was killed, Jesus had some

disciples and one of them be-

trayed Jesus, Christians called

themselves “sinners”.  That was

all he knew.  In order to meet the
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requirement, my father went to

Gi-Nan Presbyterian Church in

Taipei and took a 2-hour Gospel

introduction class with the pastor

and started attending Sunday ser-

vices with my mother.  Shortly

and with some knowledge of

Christian doctrine, he was bap-

tized under the witness of my

mother.

My grandfather blessed the

marriage and my father and

mother took oath to God that they

would keep the marriage through

foreseeable thick and thin.  As my

grandfather predicted, the mar-

riage was rocky.  Many times, my

mother was about to quit and my

grandfather asked her to swallow

the pain, endure and forgive.  My

f a t h e r  a n d  m o t h e r  w a l k e d

through the trials hand in hand

with many praying, forgive-

ness and self  sacrifice.

From the human eyes, the

marriage was seemingly

impossible to last.

As we looked back, my

father being an intelligent

person told me that his soul

searching journey took him

more than 20 years through

Bible study, attending Sun-

day services and mainly witness-

ing how Gospel transformed my

grandfather to a true Christian.

My father called my grandfather

a “disciple” of Jesus.  My father

asked me to serve the Church with

my heart and soul as the Gospel

is the revelation of love, forgive-

ness and truth from God to hu-

man beings through Jesus.  The

2-hour Gospel introduction class

turned out to be a big first step

for my father’s eventual accep-

tance of Gospel.  My father was

baptized “before” he understood

the meaning of Gospel.

I believed that my father was

taken by Angels to Paradise 12

years ago and met with my grand-

father and grandmother.  I am

writing down his witness on be-

half of him. Amen !!!

Baptism by the Jordan River
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( S i n g a p o r e
School of the Arts)

6
1 9 9 4

Lim Soon  Lee
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Fairy Tales for Viola and
Piano

Y o u T u b e

William Primrose
Pr imrose

Tabea Zimmermann
Zimmermann

H e c t o r
Berlioz Harold in Italy

P r i m r o s e
Z i m m e r m a n n
B e r l i o z

E a s t m a n

very elusive and unpredictable

tempos

t e m p o s
t e m p o s

3, 5,
6,  7,  8

i m p r o v i s e

t e m p o s
pianissimo

Improvisation
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power
p o w e r

power
power

6 14

a  g o o d  p e r s o n
makes good music

100 90

Y o u n g
People's Concerts

improvi -
s a t i o n

2 0 0 5

( p o w e r )
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St. Mary’s Hospital in Huntington

St.  Mary

C h a r l e s t o n ,  W e s t
Vi rg in i a

S t .Mary
S t .Mary

C h a r l e s t o n
Huntington

W e s t
Virginia St. Mary’s
H o s p i t a l

Ti tanic

Ti tan ic

Bremen Titanic
Surely God was watch-

ing over them and their mission

Again,  the s is ters  were
spared

Richwood, West Virginia

Buckhannon
Huntington
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Their  prayers  were
answered

S t . M a r y ’ s
Hosp i t a l

St. Mary’s Hospital
Administrator

S t . M a r y ’ s
H o s p i t a l

Titanic

A PLACE
LIKE NO OTHER (A 85-year
history of St. Mary’s Hospital)

“We are inspired by the love of
Christ to provide quality health care
in ways which respect the God-given
dignity of each person and the sacred-
ness of human life!¨ -Pallottine Mis-
sionary Sisters

Youth Praise Team Summer Practice
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T i m e  f l i e s !  O u r  t w i n

grandbabies are approaching one

and half years old.  Seem to us, it

was just yesterday we were hold-

ing them as tiny babies, weighed

5lb and 4.9 lb respectively and

wondering how to feed them and

raise them!

One day, we received a video

from our daughter-in-law, Jean.

In it, Cameron (Cam Cam) was

talking “A Bu De Je Ble.”  He

repeated himself at least three

times.  No one could understand

what he was talking about.  Since

their nanny, Anna speaks Span-

ish to them on the daily basis and

we do understand babies might

be slow to develop speech skills

due to bilingual environments.

But clearly Cam Cam was talk-

ing his heart out! Ever since we

had the video, we would listen to

Cam Cam talking at least ten times

a day and never got tired of it.

My husband particularly en-

joys the other video of Cam

Cam’s talking in front of a mirror.

Our Twin Grandbabies
Seventeen Months Old

by Doris C. Liu

In it, he repeated after his mom

“Ma Ma; Ma Ma; bubble; bubble

....”  It was right after his bath time

Cam Cam displayed his very fine

skin tone and beautiful big eyes.

We simply could not take our

eyes away from him!

Cam Cam and Gavin are two

different boys each with distin-

guished personality.  Cam Cam

is a talker and Gavin is an athlete

who walked and jumped early.

When Gavin shimmy on the

floor, Cam Cam just stood there

watching and had no idea how to
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approach shimmy himself.  Later

on, Gavin learned how to waltz

when his dad turned on the music.

He would swirl and swirl with his

tiny hands reaching out like a

dancer until he fell down. We

were amazed by his tenderness in

dance.

In April this year, we went to

Lake Tahoe with our grandbabies

and their parents.  This would be

the first time their family spent

some time away from home.

Naturally, our son and daughter-

in-law were nervous and had no

idea how the babies would be-

have during the long weekend

a w a y  f r o m  t h e i r  f a m i l i a r

environment.  They packed ev-

erything they could think of and

hauled them up to the mountain

preparing for the worst to come.

At the end, we were very sur-

prised that nothing had happened.

Babies slept and waked up as

usual.  Seem to them, nothing

changed at all.

Our son and daughter-in-law

were encouraged by the good

behavior of their babies at Lake

Tahoe, they decided to more

adventures.  They wanted to visit

Hawaii with babies in August.  It

is not an easy endeavor with twins

and their luggage for a six hour

flight. They invited us to come

along so we could take care of

babies during the vacation.  Even

though August is at the height of

flower and vegetable growing

season and the Church’s Fall Har-

vest  Exhibit  and Taiwanese

American Association of New

Jersey’s picnic is around the

corner, we should be home to

take care of our garden so we

would be ready for the Exhibit.

However, we just had no heart to

say “NO” to our son and his

family.  We went to Honolulu

with them in August.  We were

so pleased that we went and had

the best of our time ever.

We stayed in a condo about

two blocks away from the famous

Waikiki Beach.  The condo is

spacious with three bedrooms

equipped with a full kitchen,

washer/dryer.  Babies have all the

space for them to explore with-

out any restrictions.  It created a

huge problem for us since we

have to consistently remind them

it is “NO” “NO” to open the

kitchen drawers or stay next to

the stove while their grand mom
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was cooking. After the ten days

of  “NO” “NO”,  they  go t  a

message.  When they returned

home, I watched with an amuse-

ment - Cam Cam saw Gavin

climbed up to a low table and said

“NO” “NO” instantly.  He be-

haved and copied just like we did

in Honolulu.   Gavin had no

choice but obliged coming down

from the table and listened to Cam

Cam.

I cannot imagine how the ba-

bies would react during the six

hour flight to Hawaii, especially

during takeoff and landing due to

the air pressure inside the cabin.

Our son and daughter-in-law are

great planners who know how to

prepare for the difficult situation.

T h e y  b o u g h t  p l e n t y  o f

blueberries, the babies’

favori te  frui t ,  packed

them in the bags.  Right

before takeoff, we would

put the blueberries in the

babies’ mouth.  In this

way, babies concentrated

on eating and never expe-

rienced any troubles of

flying.

Cam Cam is not only

a talker but a social butterfly.  On

the flight home, I walked with him

around the airplane cabin.  I was

mesmerized by the way he social-

ized with a group of 7 or 8 year

old boys who were dancing in the

cabin. He danced with them in his

own way. He even sat on the lap

of a nice lady who was reading a

book and Cam Cam read the book

along with her.  During the flight

home, Gavin did nothing but

curled up in his mom’s lap and

slept all the way home and did

not even bother any of us.

Because of God’s grace, we

are able to experience the joys of

being grandparents to the won-

derful twins.  May our merciful

God be with them and keep them

safe, healthy and know their God.
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Dr Albert Schweitzer
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G a b p m
Lambaréné

A l b e r t  S c h w e i t z e r
Museum, “Man of Gunsbach, Citizen
of the World”

O
+
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A Turning Point in a Relationship
between Mother and Daughter

by 

My husband, Chao-nan Liu and I

attended the engagement party of Jen-

nifer Liu and her fianc on August

2012.  During the reception, we were

touched by the speech presented by

Mrs. Ya-mei Liu. I asked her for a copy

of her speech so we could share it with

you:   -Doris C. Liu-

This story has been in my

mind for 20 years and seemed like

just happened a year ago.  It is

still very fresh in my heart. To-

night is the first time I opened this

story from my memory, because

I do realize it is time to share. I

would like to see that we will

have better and healthy relation-

ship with our next generation.

They would do better job taking

care of this beautiful earth than

us.

When our daughter, Jen

turned 5 years old, she started

her piano lesson.  Taking pi-

ano lesson is a part of Asian

culture and I just followed

what most Asian people did to

raise their children.  Jen had a

very strict and famous Japa-

nese piano teacher, Mrs. Suzuki.

She was a serious, hard working

piano teacher.  She set one rule

that needed to be followed:  mini-

mum 45 minutes practice every

day at least. Her students were of

different ages, but they all were

very good competitors in piano

competition. When Jen was 6 or

7, I signed her up for piano

competition.  Unfortunately, she

never won the first prize, but 2nd

or 3rd prizes.

I want to tell you the reality

of taking piano lesson with Mrs.

Suzuki:  A student would sit next

to Mrs. Suzuki in front of her

grand piano.  Parent sat behind

his/her child.  When Mrs. Suzuki
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heard wrong notes or out of tune,

she would turn her face back and

question you “Did your child

practice piano every day? You

need to make sure she won’t re-

peat the same mistake again at the

next lesson.” I made sure Jen

practiced piano every day right

after school, regardless rain or

shine.  I tried to be a tiger “Mom”

following the Asian tradition and

culture at that time.

O n e  b e a u t i f u l  s u n n y

afternoon, couple days before pi-

ano lesson and two weeks before

piano competition.  When it was

4:00PM, the time to practice

piano, I sat next to Jen in front of

our piano.    I could read music

notes quicker than Jen and had

sharp ears to discern wrong notes.

Suddenly I heard a wrong note.

“Jen, why didn’t you play the way

Mrs. Suzuki wanted you to do?”

I raised my voice.  “Do it over

again,” I asked with demanding

voice. “Jen, why did you still hit

the wrong note?” I lost patience

and screamed at her.  I hit her fin-

gers with a chopstick.  She cried.

At that moment, I heard a

voice inside of me.  “Ya Mei, you

are so brutal to hit her fingers and

make her cry, just because she

made a little mistake?  She is just

a l i t t le  gir l  and she is  your

daughter. I looked at Jen while

she was still crying, I heard an-

other voice.  “Such a beautiful

sunny afternoon, did you know

she was supposed to go out play-

ing and enjoy the sunshine?”

 Even today, I still vividly re-

membered the voices. I held Jen

and told her: “From now on, if

you want to, you can always go

out to play, because we are not

going to sign up for competition

and we are going to take piano

lesson once every two weeks.”

I share this experience with

you because I am so happy that I

followed my heart and made a

change from tradition and old

culture.  Since then, our relation-

ship has been full of funs and

relaxation! I could tell that she

loved music more when she had

freedom to decide what she liked.

Most of her friends quitted piano

lessons during middle school but

she wanted to continue playing

piano until the day she graduated

from high school. This is the story

I would like to share with you.

May God be with you!
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Luke loves to read
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Eric Liu BaptismJason Liu Baptism
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1 (1) Sacraments
(13-16) Youth Winter Retreat
(22) Lunar New Year Celebration-Potluck

2 (5) Sacraments
(5) Congregational Meeting

3 (11) Sacraments
(11)Daylight saving time
(1) Memorial Sunday/Palm Sunday
(8) Easter Sunday Celebration - Potluck
(8) Sacraments

5 (6) Sacraments
(13) Mother’s Day-Potluk

6 (2)Bazaar
(3) Sacraments
(16-17) Summer Retreat
(17) Father’s Day - Potluck

7 (8) Sacraments

8 (12) Sacraments

9 (2) Sacraments
(8)
(30) -Potluck

10 (7) World Communion Sunday
Joint Service with SPC(10:30am)
(27-28) Winter Retreat

11 (11) Sacraments
(18)Elder Election
(22) Thanksgiving
(25) Thanksgiving Sunday - Potluk
(25)Offering Day 

12 (1)2013 Annual Planning Session
(9) Sacraments
(23) Christmas Celebration
Sunday - Potluk

2012 Ministry Schedule

Month Ministries and Activities Church Conferences
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(8) Session
Meeting

(4) Session
Meeting
(4) Session
Meeting
(1) Session
Meeting

(6) Session
Meeting
(3) Session
Meeting

(1) Session
Meeting
(5) Session
Meeting
(2) Session
Meeting

(6) Session
Meeting

(4) Session
Meeting

(1) Session
Meeting
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